Abstract
For my activism and social change project, I decided to hypothetically create a program for emotionally struggling teenage boys.  This program was inspired from my personal experiences of being a member of my fraternity and having a big brother as mentor, and realizing and valuing the importance of being mentored and encouraged to do and become better.  From growing into the student I am now, and knowing my path of the individual I am yet to become, I know this topic is what truly fuels me create this idea of the training and mentoring program, “Brightening Stars.” This idea is driven by my gratitude and passion to share the feeling of being emotionally lifted to the community, and it is with pleasure I present my idea of a mentoring program here at the University of Rhode Island. 
In my presentation I speak of the components and structure of what I believe is a successful mentoring program.  I summarize the different positions and duties among the staff and facilitators that will run this program.  I discuss the application process for mentors to become hired, and I discuss how mentors are screened and checked in order to become eligible to apply.  I talk about pairing a mentor with a mentee, or a “Big” with a “Little,” and how this process works and the requirements that must occur and follow through.  I also talk about the orientation and training process that a mentor experiences to be a part of this program.  I relate my hypothetical idea of a training and mentoring program to real life examples and references inspired from other mentoring programs in the country, including the York College Mentoring Program and the Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Ocean State.
Finally in my paper I discuss ways to go about my program.  I discuss how the mentoring process works between a “Big” and “Little,” including activities they do together and expectations of each.  I discuss the role of a mentor as an educator and a provider, and the purpose and benefits of mentoring.  Although a rough outline for a program, it is instilled with my thoughts and creative angst and given hope that it can be a successful and eventual program in the works here at the University of Rhode Island.


